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Pakistan Council of Research in Water 

Resources (PCRWR) in collaboration with 

International Water Management Institute 

(IWMI) Pakistan and other partners organized 

Pakistan Water Week 2022, from 24�� to 28�� 

October, 2022. The theme for this year's 

water week was “Role of Water-Food-Energy 

and Ecosystem Nexus for a Climate Resilient 

Pakistan”. A series of events were organized 

to achieve the intended objectives of the 

Week. 

International Conference: A three-

day international conference was organized 

from 24�� to 26�� October, 2022 which was 

inaugurated by the Federal Minister for 

Planning Development and Special Initiatives 

(PD&SI), Professor Dr. Ahsan Iqbal. Speaking 

on the occasion he said that he strongly 

believed that owing to the recent extreme 

climatic events in Pakistan, the second 

Pakistan Water Week would help the 

organizers, line departments and 

stakeholders in the formulation and shaping 

up of policies aiming at a climate resilient 

Pakistan. The minister further added that in 

the wake of imminent water crisis and 

prevailing climate change impacts, this 

International conference would lead to 

devise a workable, inclusive and 

comprehensive guidance for developing 

sustainable land and water solutions in the 

Indus Basin. 

Mr. Hasan Nasir Jamy, Federal 

Secretary, Ministry of Water Resources 

appreciated the efforts of PCRWR and IWMI 

in organizing the Pakistan Water Week 2022. 

In his remarks, he stressed on the need of 

formulation of policies driven by 

contemporary issues and highlighted the 

importance of organizing such events that 

help in making informed decisions.

Dr. Rachael Mcdonnell, Deputy 

Director General, IWMI, said that IWMI was 

transforming lives all over the world. She 

further added that in Pakistan, our projects 

were having a significant impact on the grass 

root level. The primary focus of the work 

carried out by IWMI was on water 

governance, reducing constraints to 

productivity, sustainable use of water for 

agricultural production and Integrated Water 

Resource Management in Balochistan.

Pakistan Water Week 2022

Dr. Ahsan Iqbal, and Mr. Hasan Nasir Jamy addressing at the occasion
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National Events: The international conference 

was followed by the two-day national 

workshop organized at PCRWR, Islamabad on 

27�� -28�� October, 2022. The workshop 

comprised ice breaker activities and energizers 

such as industrial exhibition, students' 

competitions (debate, poster, essay writing, 

student board games, student final year 

projects, documentaries, urban sculpture and 

art) as well as mass awareness campaigns on 

social media. Technology show-casing 

exhibition was inaugurated by the Federal 

Minister for Water Resources, Syed Khursheed 

Ahmed Shah. The inaugural session was 

followed by a media interaction session 

focusing on “Optimal strategies for water 

conservation and sustainable water resource 

management”. Competitions among students 

were held on 27�� and 28�� October, 2022. A 

closing ceremony of the event was organized 

to award the winners of the student 

competitions. Mr. Haile Gashaw, Chief WASH, 

UNICEF, Pakistan, Dr. Yousaf Filali-Meknassi, 

Country Director, UNESCO and Dr. Rachael 

McDonnell, Deputy Director General, IWMI 

were the guest of honors for the closing 

ceremony. The winners of the competitions 

were awarded with cash prizes, certificates 

and shields. The chief guest highly appreciated 

the activities during the national event.

Syed Khursheed Ahmed Shah, Federal Minister for Water Resources at the inauguration ceremony 
of the exhibition at PWW 2022

Dr. Yousaf Filali-Meknassi, Country Director, UNESCO addressing the closing ceremony of PWW 2022
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UN-Habitat, Pakistan in collaboration 

with PCRWR organized a seminar to kick start 

celebrations of World Habitat Day on 3�� 

October, 2022 with the theme “Mind the Gap 

Leave No One and No Place Behind”. The 

event commenced with a message from 

Antonio Guterres, UN Secretary General in 

which it was highlighted that urgent actions 

for innovative solutions to tackle the climate 

crisis and drive a green and inclusive 

pandemic recovery are needed. Ms. 

Maimunah Mohd Sharif, Executive Director, 

UN-Habitat in her video message emphasized 

on raising awareness about innovations 

inspiring all of us to push for immediate 

actions based on indigenous knowledge and 

techniques.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr. 

Muhammad Ashraf, Chairman, PCRWR 

remarked that habitat was the right of all 

living beings. Therefore, there is a need to 

bridge the gap through ecosystem 

preservation. Mr. Jawed Ali Khan, UN-Habitat 

Programme Manager, Pakistan reiterated the 

need on bridging the widening gap for leaving 

no place and no one behind. Ms. Almas 

Shakoor, Executive Director, Sheher-Saaz 

emphasized that the community engagement 

for bridging the gap was mandatory. 

Dr. Hifza Rasheed, Secretary, PCRWR 

and Dr. Naveed Iqbal, Director, PCRWR 

explained the contribution of PCRWR by 

demonstrating water treatment technologies 

for provision of clean water in flood-affected 

areas as well as a presentation on nature-

based solutions for flood management. 

World Habitat Day 'Mind the Gap. Leave No One and No Place Behind'

Group photo of the participants of the seminar

PCRWR in collaboration with UNESCO, 

Pakistan office started national level initiative 

for the inclusion of the Karez system in the 

World Heritage list. In order to get first hand 

information about the socio-economic, 

livelihood, practices and legal perspectives of 

Karez cultural Heritage, comprehensive 

literature review was carried out. To 

supplement the ongoing series of activities 

for the declaration of Karez system in 

Balochistan as cultural heritage, multiple 

focus group discussion and sessions were 

held involving participants from relevant 

government organizations, Academia, NGOs 

and Beneficiary farmers from 17�� to 21�� 

October 2022 at PCRWR Regional Office, 

Quetta. 

Declaration of Karez Cultural Landscape as National Heritage

Glimpse of the focus group discussion
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PCRWR in partnership with the 

UNESCO Pakistan office organized a virtual 

event at COP 27, UNESCO's pavilion. The title 

of this event was “Indigenous water 

resources management technologies for 

sustainable livelihoods”. The panelists 

presented global, regional, and local 

perspectives on the subject. The keynote 

talks were delivered by Dr. Youssef Filali-

Meknassi, Director of the UNESCO Pakistan 

office, and Dr. Muhammad Ashraf, Chairman, 

PCRWR/ Convener National Committee on 

IHP. The panelists included Dr. Ayesha Pamela 

Rogers, International Cultural Heritage 

Expert, Dr. Majid Labbaf, Archaeo-Hydrologist 

from the University of Nizwa, Oman, Mr. 

Faizan ul Hasan, Water Resource Governance 

scholar from the University of Canberra, 

Australia and Dr. Syed Muhammad Khair, 

Regional Researcher at International Water 

Management Institute (IWMI). The key 

takeaway message from the discussion was 

that climate change is forcing the 

communities for more local solutions and the 

science-policy-practice interface may help in 

making these indigenous water systems a 

climate resilient and sustainable option.

Virtual Event at COP 27, UNESCO's Pavilion “Indigenous Water Resources 
Management Technologies for Sustainable Livelihoods”

A snapshot of the virtual event

A four days multi-stakeholder 

workshop was co-organized by PCRWR and 

the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 

in Islamabad on Sustainable Development 

Goal 6.4 from 18�� to 22ⁿ� November, 2022. 

The aim of the workshop was to monitor the 

progress of national institutions towards SDG 

6.4 target and prepare the future work for 

SDG 6.4 monitoring, reporting and use. Ms. 

Patricia Mejias and Mr. Riccardo Biancalani, 

from FAO chaired different sessions and 

working group discussions on global and 

national monitoring process of SDG 6.4, data 

needs & disaggregation, dissemination and 

use of indicators at global, national and local 

levels. Dr. Hifza Rasheed, Secretary, PCRWR 

presented an overview of PCRWR's work on 

the SDG 6.4.

Workshop on Monitoring and Reporting of SDG 6.4 Target (Water use and 
Scarcity) in Pakistan at Food and Agriculture Organization, FAO NARC

Participants of the group discussions
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Seminar on “Water Scarcity, a Non-Conventional Security Threat”

Pakistan Council of Research in Water 

Resources (PCRWR) and Islamabad Policy 

Research Institute (IPRI) organized a one-day 

seminar on “Water Scarcity, a Non-

Conventional Security Threat” at PCRWR 

Islamabad on 21�� October, 2022. The 

objective of the seminar was to chalk out 

strategy for sustainable water resource 

management in Pakistan. Water 

professionals, experts, academicians and 

policy makers from various federal and 

provincial stakeholder organizations 

participated in the event.

In his opening remarks, Dr. 

Muhammad Ashraf, Chairman, PCRWR 

briefed about water resources situation in 

Pakistan. He emphasized that water security 

was directly connected with food security. He 

said that paradigm shift at policy level is 

paramount to secure water security. In his 

address, Brig. Rashid Wali Janjua, Director, 

Research, IPRI, stressed that water 

conservation strategies should be adopted to 

deal with water security challenges. Dr. Fayyaz 

ul Hasan (Pro Vice Chancellor), PMAS-Arid 

Agriculture University Rawalpindi, the Chief 

Guest of the event, appreciated the efforts of 

PCRWR and IPRI for taking this initiative of 

national importance and anticipated that this 

would bring experts' recommendations for 

the policy makers to overcome climate 

change issues in a more holistic way.

The inaugural session was followed by 

a technical session in which, presentations 

were delivered by different provincial 

departments pertaining to water related 

challenges being faced in their respective 

provinces.

Glimpse of the inaugural session and group photo of the participants

Panel Discussion on, “Trans-boundary Water Sharing Issues”

Pakistan Council of Research in Water 

resources (PCRWR) in collaboration with 

Islamabad Policy Research Institute (IPRI) 

organized a panel discussion on, “Trans-

boundary Water Sharing Issues” on November 

23, 2022. In his opening remarks, Dr. 

Muhammad Ashraf, Chairman, PCRWR 

highlighted that sustainable water 

management was the key challenge due to 

inadequate water management practices. 

Moreover, the situation is further aggravated 

in the form of flooding and prolonged 

droughts due to the trans-boundary nature of 

the Indus River. Brig. Rashid Wali Janjua, 

Director Research, IPRI shared objectives of 

the panel discussion and its importance to 

chalk out policy measurements and strategy 

for improved cooperation. The panel 
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Technical Training Program on Integrated Rainwater Harvesting Techniques 
to Mitigate Urban Flooding

Pakistan Council of Research in Water 

Resources (PCRWR) is providing training to 

the staff members of different public sector 

authorities to enhance their technical 

capacity. In this regard, the 1�� batch of four 

technical training programs on “Integrated 

Rainwater Harvesting Techniques to Mitigate 

Urban Flooding” was successfully organized 

from 5�� – 9�� December, 2022. The second 

batch of the training was held from 20�� to 

23�� December, 2022. Technical staff from 

Water and Sanitation Agency (WASA) 

Rawalpindi, Tehsil Municipal Administration 

(TMA), Nowshera, NDMA, Sheher-Saaz and 

UN-Habitat, Pakistan actively participated in 

the training sessions.

The closing and certificate distribution 

ceremony for the first batch was organized on 

9�� December, 2022 while for the second 

batch the ceremony was organized on 23�� 

December, 2022. The Managing Director 

WASA Rawalpindi, Mr. Muhammad Tanveer, 

and Chairman PCRWR, Dr. Muhammad Ashraf 

distributed certificates to the trainees and 

appreciated their group presentations. 

Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Muhammad 

Tanveer admired the efforts of PCRWR for 

organizing such a knowledge-based and skill-

oriented training program.

Group photo of the participants of the training program

discussion session was moderated by Dr. 

Rashid Aftab, Director, Riphah Institute of 

Public Policy, Islamabad. Key panelists of the 

discussion were Mr. Ali Tauqeer Sheikh, 

Consultant, World Bank, Dr. Azeem Shah, 

International Researcher and Chief of Party, 

IWMI-Pakistan, Dr. Shakil Durani, Former Chief 

Secretary, KP/Sindh/AJ&K and Ex-Chairman-

WAPDA, and Mr. Arshad H. Abbasi, Energy & 

Power Sector Specialist. Deliberations were 

made on various aspects of transboundary 

challenges faced by Pakistan. During the 

discussions it was urged that there was a need 

for strengthening of our national allied 

institutions to develop internal technical and 

legal capacity for better negotiations with 

India and Afghanistan. A number of water 

experts, professionals from stakeholder 

organizations and university students 

participated and interacted with the panelists.

Glimpse of the panel discussion and group photo of the participants
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Pakistan Council of Research in Water 

Resources (PCRWR) in collaboration with 

Riphah International University, Islamabad, 

Centre for Climate Research and 

Development (CCRD), COMSATS, Water-Aid, 

Pakistan and Federal Flood Commission (FFC) 

organized 7�� international Water Conference, 

2022 at PCRWR, Headquarters, Islamabad 

from 29�� to 30�� December, 2022. The 

objective of the conference was to raise 

awareness among the youth on emerging 

water and climate-related issues in the 

country and provide a platform to the 

stakeholders to interact with each other. The 

conference was organized on four sub-

themes. The sub-themes included Climate 

Change and Maritime Security, Glacial Lake 

Outburst Floods (GLOFs), Water Pollution & 

Waste Water Management and Islamic 

perspective on Climate Change, Water 

Pollution & Water Management.

Dr. Rashid Aftab, Director, Riphah 

Two days International Water Conference, 2022

Consultative Workshop on Draft National Water Conservation Strategy and 
Stock- taking assignment for the implementation of National Water Policy 2018

Pakistan Council of Research in Water 

Resources (PCRWR) in collaboration with 

IWMI, Pakistan and Federal Flood Commission 

(FFC) organized a consultative Workshop on 

December 20, 2022 at PCRWR regional office, 

Peshawar and December 27, 2022 at PCRWR 

regional office, Lahore for the review of the 

draft National Water Conservation Strategy. 

Representatives from various Government 

departments, attended the workshop. 

Addressing the audience Dr. Muhammad 

Ashraf, Chairman, PCRWR stressed upon the 

need for water conservation in all sectors and 

the basic idea for developing the strategy. Mr. 

Ahmad Kamal, Chief Engineering 

Adviser/Chairman, FFC, briefed about the goal 

of national water policy and the need for the 

development of the strategy. Dr. Mohsin 

Hafeez, Country Representative, IWMI Pakistan 

briefed about the purpose and expected 

outcomes of the stocktaking initiative. 

Dr. Naveed Iqbal, Director, PCRWR 

delivered a detailed presentation on the 

salient features of the Draft National water 

conservation strategy. Muhammad Kashif 

Manzoor, Deputy Director, PCRWR, Islamabad 

presented the updated progress on the data 

for the stock-taking assignment.

Group photo of the participants at Peshawar and Lahore
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A series of six webinars is planned to 

be organized by National Institute of 

Oceanography (NIO) and Pakistan Council of 

Research in Water Resources (PCRWR) to 

mainstream the researchers, future water 

champions and local communities for the 

sustainability of the Indus Delta. The first 

webinar of this series was organized on 28�� 

December, 2022 on “Issue and challenges of 

the freshwater ecosystem of the Indus Delta 

and opportunities in view of changing 

climate”. The keynote speaker of the webinar, 

Dr. Muhammad Ashraf, Chairman, PCRWR 

highlighted the issues being faced by the 

people of the Indus delta and also pointed 

out the potential opportunities to benefit 

from the existing resources of the delta. He 

also emphasized on building a strong relation 

between upstream and downstream users for 

more productive water resource 

management. More than 70 researchers and 

professionals participated in the webinar.

Youth Awareness Webinar Series 2022-23

University in his opening remarks described 

the objectives of the conference to the 

participants. Dr. Muhammad Ashraf, 

Chairman, PCRWR during his welcome address 

stressed that climate change was posing a 

serious threat to the water resources of the 

country. He also highlighted the importance of 

water in the light of the Holy Quran and 

Sunnah. Mr. Arif Jabbar Khan, Country 

Director, Water-Aid, emphasized the need for 

such events and added that awareness 

pertaining to water quality should be provided 

to the communities for a healthy life. Dr. Athar 

Hussain, Head, CCRD, COMSATS, presented a 

detailed overview of climate change in 

Pakistan's context. Mr. Ahmad Kamal, CEA/ 

Chairman, FFC emphasized on the need of 

adding new water storage reservoirs in the 

country to combat the risk of climate change. 

He also suggested that academia may update 

its curriculum as per the requirements/issues 

prevalent in the society.

Group photo of participants at the event

Glimpses of the webinar
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The Signing of the Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) between PCRWR and 
the National Academy of Sciences (NAST), Tajikistan

A Memorandum of Cooperation 

(MoC) in the field of basic research in water 

resources was signed between PCRWR and 

the NAST in a ceremony held at Prime 

Minister's house, in Islamabad on 14�� 

December, 2022 during visit of the President 

of the Republic of Tajikistan H.E. Emomali 

Rahmon. Under the MoC, PCRWR and NAST 

will conduct research in the areas of 

Integrated Water Resources Management, 

Basin Water Management, Water and Food 

Security and Sustainable Water Management.

Signing Ceremony of MoC held at Prime Minister 
House, Islamabad

Visit of delegation from JICA to PCRWR

PCRWR and FFC jointly hosted a team 

of advisors from the Japanese International 

Cooperation Agency (JICA) led by Mr. Toshihiro 

Goto. The Chairman, PCRWR gave a detailed 

briefing of PCRWR's research and development 

activities particularly related to flood response 

and flood risk reduction research. It was 

agreed that areas of mutual cooperation will 

be identified for future collaboration. Group photo with JICA delegation

Visit of Water experts of KOICA to PCRWR

Water experts from KOICA visited 

PCRWR headquarters, Islamabad on 1�� 

December, 2022 to discuss flood prevention, 

mitigation, and preparedness in districts 

Multan and Muzaffargarh of Punjab province 

of Pakistan.

Dr. Muhammad Ashraf, Chairman, 

PCRWR welcomed the delegation and briefly 

presented the mandate, functions and 

different Research and Demonstration 

projects of PCRWR in different areas of the 

country. He also highlighted the water-related 

issues in Pakistan. Korean experts took a keen 

interest in the different interventions 

introduced by PCRWR to tackle water issues 

in the country. They also emphasized on 

collaborative efforts for better water 

management throughout the country. They 

appreciated the tireless efforts of PCRWR in 

sensitizing water-related issues. 

Meeting with Water Experts from KOICA 
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Capacity Building Training of PHED & TMA Staff in Flood Affected Areas, 
Bahawalpur

PCRWR has provided training to the 

staff of Public Health Engineering 

Department (PHED) and Tehsil Municipal 

Administration (TMA) for water quality 

monitoring, chlorination and the use of safe 

water. The training also included the practical 

demonstration for the measurement of 

chlorine demand, calculation of chlorine 

dosing requirement and free chlorine testing. Group photo of the participants

Meeting and Field Visit along with Judicial Water Commission, Lahore

A delegation from Judicial Water 

Commission, Lahore visited Regional Office, 

Lahore to discuss arsenic contamination issues 

of groundwater in Kasur and Sahiwal. Mr. 

Faakhar Raza, Regional Director, Lahore briefed 

the Commission about the high arsenic rates in 

these areas, The Judicial Commission also 

visited the areas of high contamination in 

Kasur identified by PCRWR team and also met 

with the locals to get a first hand feedback on 

the contamination issue.

Visit of the Commission to arsenic contaminated 
areas of Kasur

BIDR-China and Warm Waters Advisory Group Visit to PCRWR R&D Farm, 
Sialmore

A delegation from BIDR, China and 

Warm Waters Advisory Group comprising of 

Mr. Ma Zhiwei and Dr. Shah Fahad Rahim 

from BIDR, China and Mr. Zubair Warraich 

from the Warm Water Advisory Group visited 

PCRWR's R&D farm, Sialmore on 12�� 

December, 2022. The objective of this visit 

was to identify and finalize pilot site for 

design and installation of IoT based smart 

irrigation and fertigation system. The 

participants were given a detailed 

presentation and were briefed about the 

current irrigation practices, irrigation 

scheduling and use of the moisture sensors 

installed at the farm. The farm data was also 

shared with the delegation for system 

designing. The delegation also visited the 

PCRWR headquarters on 14�� December, 

2022 at Islamabad.

Visit to PCRWR R&D Farm Sialmore
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Participation in International Housing Expo, Islamabad 

PCRWR participated in the 

International Housing Expo, in Islamabad from 

8th to 10�� December, 2022 for sensitizing the 

Real state builders, property dealers, 

construction companies and public regarding 

climate resilient activities and importance of 

rain water harvesting in commercial buildings 

and at house hold level. Models from various 

research activities were also displayed. PCRWR pavilion at the International Housing Expo, 2022

Farmers' Day and Rice Harvest at R&D Center, Sialmore

A Farmers' day was organized at R&D 

Center, Sialmore. Progressive farmers of the 

area were demonstrated rice crop grown 

using different technologies including Raised 

Bed Plantation and Direct Seeded Rice. The 

farmers were briefed about the said 

technologies. An Interactive Q&A session 

was arranged as well. The farmers and 

agriculture experts appreciated the efforts 

of PCRWR to introduce new and efficient 

technologies through demonstrations.

Glimpses of farmer's day 

Flood Relief Activities

PCRWR teams provided chlorinated 

safe drinking water to the internally 

displaced communities affected by flood 

devastation in districts Tando Allahyar and 

Hyderabad. The teams also monitored the 

installation activities of solar and manual 

filter plants in flood-affected areas in 

coordination with National Rural Support 

Programme (NRSP).
Provision of safe drinking water to flood-affected 

communities

Celebration of Eid Milad-un-Nabi

Eid milad-un-Nabi was celebrated on 

13�� October, 2022 at PCRWR Islamabad. The 

event commenced with recitation from the 

Holy Quran and recitation of naats. On the 

occasion, Dr. Muhammad Ajmal Farooq, an 

eminent religious scholar highlighted the 

importance of water conservation in the light 

of sayings of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). Glimpse of the event
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