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Honorable Federal Minister for 

Science & Technology, Syed Shibli Faraz 

chaired a meeting on water issues of 

Islamabad on June 08, 2021. Dr. Muhammad 

Ashraf, Chairman, PCRWR briefed the chair 

about prevailing situation of water availability 

and associated drinking water challenges. 

Moreover, he highlighted the need for 

effective utilization of rainwater harvesting to 

control water-table depletion. Mr. Amer Ali 

Ahmed, Chairman, CDA informed the chair 

about various initiatives of CDA to manage 

water supply challenges. The Chair 

appreciated the efforts of PCRWR for 

groundwater resource mapping and directed 

PCRWR for technical support of CDA in 

implementation of various rainwater 

harvesting initiatives and formulation of 

groundwater regulatory framework in 

Islamabad. For this purpose, PCRWR will sign 

an MoU with CDA and extend its technical 

support to manage water demand and supply 

gap.

Federal Minister for Science & Technology, Chaired a Meeting on Water 
Issues of Islamabad

Federal Minister for Science & Technology, chairing the meeting

Syed Shibli Faraz addressing on the occasion
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Honorable Federal Minister for 

Science and Technology, Syed Shibli Faraz 

visited PCRWR on 21�� May, 2021. Dr. 

Muhammad Ashraf, Chairman, PCRWR and 

his team welcomed the Hon'ble Minister. The 

Chairman, briefed him about R&D activities of 

the Council, its mandate, infrastructure, 

research areas, past achievements, ongoing 

projects and budget. The Federal Minister 

acknowledged the work done by PCRWR.

Federal Minister's Visit to PCRWR

A 3-day virtual session of 

Intergovernmental Hydrological Program 

(IHP) of UNESCO was held from 28��-30�� 

June, 2021 in Paris. The meeting was 

intended to endorse the draft of Ninth Phase 

of the IHP (2022-2029) and the revised 

Statutes and Rules of Procedure. The Council 

further examined the implementation of the 

resolutions adopted by the 23�� session of the 

IHP Council (Paris, June 2018). During the 

meeting, IHP's work on the implementation 

and monitoring of Sustainable Development 

Goal 6 (SDG 6) relating to water and 

sanitation was also examined, whereas the 

way forward for the IHP Flagships and 

Initiatives were suggested by the council 

members. This meeting was attended by 194 

member countries. Chairman and Secretary, 

PCRWR represented Pakistan. PCRWR serves 

as the national secretariat of IHP and 

Chairman PCRWR is the convener of the IHP 

Committee in Pakistan. 

th24  Session of Intergovernmental Council Members of IHP

Federal Minister for Science & Technology, chairing the meeting at PCRWR
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Mr. Nadeem Irshad Kayani, Federal 

Secretary, Ministry of Science and Technology 

visited PCRWR on Friday 28�� May, 2021. Dr. 

Muhammad Ashraf, Chairman, PCRWR with 

his team welcomed and gave a detailed 

presentation on the recent research and 

development activities of PCRWR. The 

Chairman also briefed about the 

achievements of PCRWR. The Federal 

Secretary, appreciated PCRWR’s efforts and 

urged PCRWR to enhance its activities for 

sustainable solutions of water issues in 

Pakistan. He assured his full support to 

PCRWR in this regard.

Federal Secretary, Ministry of Science and Technology Visited PCRWR

4

Federal Secretary, Ministry of Science and Technology, chairing the meeting

Federal Secretary, Ministry of Science and Technology 
Planting a tree at PCRWR

Chairman PCRWR briefing about Indus Telemetry 
System
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PCRWR has successfully completed a 

research project titled “Trans-boundary 

Affects on Ground and Surface Waters along 

the Eastern Border of Pakistan” with patronage 

of Ministry of Science and Technology. On 

completion of the project, final workshop was 

organized at PCRWR Regional Office Lahore on 

24�� June, 2021 to share the project’s 

approach, methodology and outcomes with 

the potential stakeholders already engaged in 

similar activities. The event was chaired by the 

Chief Engineer, Punjab Irrigation Department, 

whereas, Chairman, PCRWR facilitated the 

workshop deliberations. About 30 participants 

from different departments i.e. Punjab 

Irrigation Department, Federal Flood 

Commission, Environmental Protection 

Agency, On Farm Water Management Punjab, 

National Engineering Services of Pakistan, 

World Wildlife Fund Pakistan, International 

Water Management Institute, Pakistan Army 

Corps of Engineers and Academia participated 

in the workshop. Main focus of the project was 

to assess the groundwater flow pattern and 

characteristics along Pakistan-India border and 

the water quality monitoring of surface and 

groundwater bodies. The preliminary findings 

of the project based on the 2-years monitoring 

of groundwater levels reflects localized 

changes i.e. depleting trend in districts Lahore, 

Sialkot and Narowal while rise in other districts 

Sheikhupura, Gujranwala and Kasur. However, 

for some concrete conclusions in context of 

trans-boundary flows, long term monitoring is 

required. Monitoring of Hudiara drain's 

wastewater quality in terms of Biological 

Oxygen Demand (BOD), Chemical Oxygen 

Demand (COD) and Dissolved Oxygen (DO) 

showed these parameters beyond the 

permissible limits which is effecting the 

ecosystem adversely i.e. agriculture fields, 

crops, animals and human health.

Project Workshop on “Trans-boundary Affects of Ground and Surface 
Waters along Eastern Border of Pakistan”

Group photo of workshop participants
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Pakistan Council of Research in Water 

Resources (PCRWR) in collaboration with 

partner organizations has successfully 

completed two projects titled “Improving 

groundwater management to enhance 

agriculture and farming livelihoods in Pakistan” 

and “Enhancing irrigation skills of farmers in 

Balochistan, Sindh and Punjab provinces in 

Pakistan” with the assistance of Australian 

Centre for International Agricultural Research 

(ACIAR). A final review meeting of these 

projects was held from 17��-21�� May, 2021 

online. All the project members of the projects 

were present during the meeting and shared 

impacts and challenges of their respective 

components and highlight of project reports. 

The project partners also presented 

documentaries which were developed during 

the project’s implementation, incorporating 

the experiences and feedbacks of project 

teams and farmers who have been involved in 

the projects. The panel of reviewers included; 

Dr. Robyn Johnston, Research Program 

Manager Land & Water, ACIAR, Dr. Arif Anwar, 

Water Resources Specialist, Dr. Evan Christian 

Water Resources Expert, Dr. Uzma Shahid, 

Development Expert and Dr. Margret Ayre, 

Community Development Expert. Apart from 

project presentation, panel discussions were 

also held detailing useful outcomes of these 

projects.

Final Review Meeting of ACIAR Projects

NAVTTC Training course under Prime Minister's “Skills for All"

After successful completion of Batch-I 

06 Months Diploma Course on “Water 

Quality Testing and Treatment”, under Prime 

Minister's “Skills for All” Hunermand Pakistan 

(Kamyab Jawan Initiative) in collaboration 

with NAVTTC, PCRWR has launched Batch-II 

of the same course at 11 cities of Pakistan 

including Islamabad, Lahore, Bahawalpur, 

Faisalabad, Multan, Sialkot, Sahiwal, Karachi, 

Tandojam, Badin and Peshawar. Around 300 

youth will get skills for employability and to 

excel in water sector in order to enhance 

social and economic benefits for the society.

Participants during training course

Screenshot of the meeting
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Chairman PCRWR, Dr. Muhammad 

Ashraf and Vice Chancellor, Prof Dr. Jameel-

Un-Nabi, University of Wah signed an 

Agreement of Cooperation (AOC) at PCRWR 

headquarter Islamabad on 10�� June, 2021. 

PCRWR will facilitate the University of Wah on 

research and development work in water 

management, water quality, GIS, rainwater 

harvesting and desertification and accentuates 

towards developing indigenous capabilities for 

socio-economic uplift of the country.

Agreement of Cooperation (AOC) between PCRWR and University of Wah 

Chairman, PCRWR and VC, University of Wah signing 
the agreement

PCRWR in collaboration with Sindh 

Irrigation and Drainage Authority (SIDA) is 

executing a project titled “Groundwater 

Investigation and Mapping in Sindh” at a cost 

of Rs. 50 million with 3-years duration (July, 

2019 to June, 2022). The scope of this study 

covers the irrigated areas falling under the 

canal commands of 14 major canals in Sindh 

province. So far, discharge and seepage 

measurement of Akram Wah (Lined Channel) 

and Phuleli Canals have been completed 

while the depth to water-table measurement, 

water quality sampling and ERS survey is in 

progress at Akram Wah, Phulali, Pinyari and 

Rohri Canals.

Groundwater Investigation and Mapping in Sindh

PCRWR team carrying out ERS in Sindh

PCRWR Regional Office, Bahawalpur is 

providing assistance to NGO "HELP IN NEED" 

for the installation of 500 Hand pumps in 

remote areas of Bahawalpur by providing 

water quality analysis (during trial boring). In 

this regard, a training session was arranged 

on April 02, 2021 on sampling methods 

(especially for microbiological analysis) to 

train the staff of "HELP IN NEED". Awareness 

session for local community was also 

arranged.

Capacity Building Training Session for the NGO "HELP IN NEED"

PCRWR team providing on field training
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PCRWR in collaboration with University 

of Washington is executing a project on “Lake 

Observations by Citizen Scientists and 

Satellites (LOCSS)” which seeks to better 

understand how the quantity of water in lakes 

is changing. LOCSS in partnership with PCRWR 

has committed in building and maintaining a 

network of gauges throughout the country. In 

this context, DRIP, PCRWR selected two lakes, 

Keenjhar and Manchar of Sindh Province for 

installation of gauges at proposed locations. 

The installation of gauges at both lakes has 

been carried out in the Month of May, 2021.

Lake Observations by Citizen Scientists and Satellites (LOCSS) Project 

Lake Observations by Citizen Scientists and Satellites 
(LOCSS) Project

Regional Office PCRWR, Bahawalpur 

arranged two days training session dated 29�� 

April, 2021 to 30�� April, 2021 for the capacity 

building of Doaba Foundation staff at District 

Layyah. The aim of training session was to 

train the staff and local community about 

water quality monitoring, water sampling 

methods, sample storage, transportation and 

use of water testing kits such as 

microbiological and arsenic testing kits and 

use of basic instruments. Training session also 

included awareness session for local 

community  regarding  importance  of  water 

conservation, water quality and plantation.

Capacity Building Training Session for the Doaba Foundation Staff at District Layyah

Participants during the training session

A farmer day was arranged on the eve 

of wheat harvesting on beds with combine 

harvester at PCRWR R&D centre, Sialmore, 

Sargodha on 19�� April, 2021 to show the 

farmers, crop stand, yield obtained & 

possibility of wheat on beds harvesting with 

combine harvester. The farmers were also 

briefed about the bed planting methodology, 

benefits and associated water saving.

thField Day at PCRWR R&D Centre, Sialmore on 19  April, 2021

Participants during the field day
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Coordinator General, COMSTECH 
met Chairman PCRWR

Dr. Iqbal Chaudhary, Coordinator 

General, COMSTECH Pakistan met the 

Chairman, PCRWR on 25�� May, 2021. The 

Chairman briefed about the current and past 

activities of PCRWR for sustainable 

management of water resources in Pakistan. 

The Coordinator General appreciated the 

efforts of PCRWR and advised that successful 

models from the countries under the 

umbrella of OIC for better water management 

may be adopted and replicated in Pakistan. 

He also assured his full support in this regard. 

During the meeting following key 

points were agreed upon for future 

collaboration:

Ÿ COMSTECH may be used as one of the 

platforms for promotion of Science and 

Technology including water.

Ÿ PCRWR will inform COMSTECH regarding 

expertise that PCRWR can offer to least 

developed countries of OIC and potential 

areas of capacity building of PCRWR 

professionals.

Ÿ The services of HEJ Karachi may be 

available for PCRWR professionals to 

enhance their laboratory skills

Director General NIMA
 Visited PCRWR

Vice Admiral Abdul Aleem, Director 

General, National Institute of Maritime Affairs 

visited PCRWR and met the Chairman on 4�� 

May, 2021. In the meeting both the officials 

shared their organizational efforts for water 

related issues. It was decided that both the 

organizations will work in collaboration and 

share available data for better management 

of water resources. 

Capacity Building of Newly Recruited 
Officers

An in-house orientation/training 

session has been organized from 14�� June to 

6�� July, 2021 for newly recruited officers.  

They have been oriented on various programs 

of PCRWR, hands-on training and exposure 

visits to PCRWR outfits across the country.

Coordinator General COMSTECH in meeting with 
Chairman PCRWR

Participants of the meeting

Participants of the training
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Quarterly Monitoring Report of Bottled Water Brands
April-June, 2021

The Government of Pakistan through 

Ministry of Science and Technology has 

designated the task to PCRWR for quarterly 

monitoring of bottled/mineral water brands 

and publicize the results in the best public 

interest. For the last quarter (April to June, 

2021), 180 samples of mineral/bottled water 

brands were collected from Islamabad, 

Rawalpindi, Lahore, Faisalabad, Multan, 

Sargodha, Sialkot, Sahiwal, Bahawalpur, D.G. 

Khan, Mianwali, Karachi, Tandojam, Badin, 

Quetta, Loralai, Peshawar Abbottabad, 

Muzaffarabad and Gilgit. Comparison of test 

results with permissible limits of Pakistan 

Standards & Quality Control Authority 

(PSQCA) has revealed that 22 brands were 

unsafe for human consumption. 

Fifteen brands (i.e. Pure, Hunza, 

Hidrade, Blue Plus, Sunlay, Aqua King, Spring 

Fresh Life, UF Pur Edge, Douro, Dropice, 

Puricana Mineral, Drops, Best Natural, Al 

Barkah Water, Koyo) were found to be unsafe 

due to presence of higher levels of sodium 

than the permissible limits. One brand (i.e. 

Drops) was found unsafe due to presence of 

high level of TDS. One brand (i.e. Pure Nature) 

was found unsafe due to presence of high 

level of Arsenic whereas one brand (i.e. Pure) 

was found unsafe due to presence of high 

level of Potassium. Six brands (i.e. Alkaline 

Water, Al-Umer, BROOK, McWay Water, 

Masafi and Aqua Best) were found 

microbiologically contaminated and thus were 

unsafe for drinking.

The detailed report can be accessed at PCRWR website www.pcrwr.gov.pk 
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Roundtable on Protecting the Indus Delta

Climate change, rapid growth of 

population and urban development has 

increased the risk of sea level rise in the 

coastal areas. Pakistan is one of the countries, 

which are most vulnerable to climate change 

and its coastline is most vulnerable to adverse 

effects of sea level rise. The Indus delta has 

been ranked third in most vulnerable deltas. 

This will directly or indirectly affect the 

community, livelihood, flora and fauna of the 

region. Therefore, mitigation measures need 

to be adopted before its too late.

Sea level rise has increased thunder 

storm cycles which are an added disadvantage 

to the marine ecosystem as well as coastal 

zone and resulting in financial losses to 

already underprivileged population. The 

increase in sea level increases the associated 

risk of sea water intrusion into delta region. 

Resultantly, flooding, soil erosion, lowland 

inundation, surface and ground water 

salinization are increasing and migration of 

inhabitants has been increased to urban 

centers due to limited livelihood options. It 

has been estimated that about 10% of the 

population and 40% of the industries in the 

Indus delta region are at high risk. In addition, 

the seawater intrusion and the resulting 

salinization are rendering the delta region not-

fit for traditional agricultural practices and fish 

farming. 

A Roundtable on Protecting Indus 

Delta was held online on June 03, 2021 

organized by World Environment Forum (WE 

Forum) in collaboration with PCRWR, IWMI, 

ICIMOD, WWF, IUCN etc. It provided an 

opportunity to engage with the leading 

experts, researchers, developers and policy 

makers to delineate key areas of intervention 

and investment by key stakeholders. A 

number of distinguished panelists from the 

government, scientific institutions and 

financial institutions were invited to deliberate 

upon the key questions regarding knowledge 

base and global trends in delta protection for 

adaptation and mitigation, harvesting hanging 

fruits for successful interventions.

Screenshot of the meeting 
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