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Ÿ  6�� International Water Conference 2020

Ÿ  Meeting of Pakistan National Committee on 
Intergovernmental Hydrological Programme (PNC-IHP) 
of UNESCO  & Stakeholder Consultation on IWRM 
Implementation Guidelines for Pakistan

Ÿ Training Workshop on Cultural Mapping in the 
Context of Karez Cultural Landscape

Ÿ  Dialogue on Fostering Trust amongst Pakistan's Water 
Institutions in Data Measurement and Monitoring at 
Islamabad

Ÿ     3�� Steering Committee Meeting regarding Possible 
Nomination of Karez Cultural Landscape of 
Balochistan

Ÿ  Stakeholder Forum Workshop Quetta

Ÿ  Seminar on Water Resources Management & Climate 
Change

Ÿ Adopt a School Programme

Ÿ Lecture on “Visions of Leadership”

Ÿ Inventory of Tubewells in Punjab

Ÿ Capacity Building Sessions for RSPNS

Ÿ Water Quality Monitoring in Tehsils Hasilpur and 
Chishtian

Ÿ Technical Assistance for Water Quality Sample 
Collection

Ÿ Piloting Climate Smart Aquaculture in Tharparkar for 
Local Food Security

Ÿ Quarterly Monitoring of Bottled Water Brands 
(October- December, 2020)

Ÿ Inventory of Water Resources and Vegetation Pattern 
of Cholistan Desert

Ÿ    Rainwater Harvesting to Improve Groundwater 
Storage and Quality

Ÿ Installation of Water Filtration Plants at Quaid-i-Azam 
University
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Pakistan Council of Research in Water 

Resources (PCRWR) in partnership with 

Riphah International University (RIU), The 

Asia Foundation (TAF) and Pakistan Institute 

of Development Economics (PIDE) jointly 

organized a two day 6�� International Water 

Conference on 29-30�� December, 2020. Key 

thematic areas of the conference were; 

Water for all (Water, Food and Energy Nexus), 

H₂O Podcast, Blue Economy, Water and 

Environment. 

During the inaugural session, the 

Chairman Federal Flood Commission, Mr. 

Ahmad Kamal was the chief guest. Speaking 

on the occasion, he said that generating 

knowledge, awareness and knowledge 

management was crucial for water resources 

management in the country. The Chairman 

PCRWR, Dr. Muhammad Ashraf stressed on 

the importance of setting research priorities 

according to the issues at hand, which is 

water scarcity and prevailing scenario of 

inefficient utilization of water resources. The 

Deputy Vice Chancellor, RIU, Prof Dr. Saad 

Nadeem Zafar stressed on the modernization 

of water resources management through 

application of Artificial Intelligence (AI) and 

Internet of Things (IoT). The Acting Vice 

Chancellor, PIDE, Prof. Dr. Durr-e-Nayab 

highlighted unfair water pricing, virtual water 

trade and the state of under-utilized “Blue 

Economy” of Pakistan. Mr. Farid Alam, 

Director Programs, TAF, highlighted the 

importance of Water, Energy and Food nexus 

in the context of climate change. 

The inaugural session was followed by 

virtual presentation sessions involving 62 

presenters, mainly Master and PhD students 

from higher education institutions of 

Pakistan. Social media campaign on twitter 

was also launched with #Water4life which 

remained top twitter trend.

th
6  International Water Conference 2020

 Chairman FFC and Chairman PCRWR speaking on the occasion
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A meeting of Pakistan National 

Committee on Intergovernmental 

Hydrological Programme of UNESCO and 

Stakeholder Consultation on IWRM 

Implementation Guidelines for Pakistan was 

organized at PCRWR Headquarters, Islamabad 

on 19�� November, 2020. The meeting was 

Chaired by Convener of the Committee, Dr. 

Muhammad Ashraf, Chairman, PCRWR. 

Total 35 participants from the member 

and stakeholder organizations participated in 

the meeting and consultation session. The 

Chairman, PCRWR in his opening remarks 

welcomed all the participants and shared the 

progress on PNC-IHP during the year. Ms. 

Patricia McPhilips, Director, UNESCO, 

appreciated the progress of PCRWR and 

assured of UNESCO's full cooperation. Mr. 

Ahmad Kamal, Chairman, Federal flood 

Commission also appreciated the progress on 

IHP and offered to join hands with PCRWR in 

groundwater investigation activity. Ms. Saba 

Saleemi, Assistant Secretary General, PNCU-

UNESCO briefed about the progress of cases 

submitted to UNESCO, Paris. In the 

consultation session, Mr. Faizan ul Hasan, 

Director and Ms. Breerah Fatima, Programme 

Liaison Officer, PCRWR presented draft IWRM 

Implementation Guidelines for Pakistan. All 

the participants actively participated in the 

discussion session by giving their input and 

feedback on IWRM Guidelines. 

Meeting of Pakistan National Committee on Intergovernmental Hydrological 
Programme (PNC-IHP) of UNESCO 

& 
Stakeholder Consultation on IWRM Implementation Guidelines for Pakistan 

Group photo of participants of the meeting

Participants of the meeting
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Pakistan Council of Research in Water 

Resources (PCRWR), United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organisation (UNESCO) and Rogers Kolachi 

Khan and Associates (RKK) organized a 3-day 

training workshop on Cultural Mapping in the 

context of Karez Cultural Landscape on 

October 19-21, 2020 at BUITEMS, Quetta. 

The training participants included 

representatives from various Balochistan 

Government organizations; Department of 

Culture, Tourism and Archives, On Farm 

Water Management Department, Agriculture 

Department, Agricultural Extension 

Department, Balochistan Rural Support 

Program, Forest Department and students 

from Archealogy and Anthropology 

Departments, University of Balochistan and 

BUITEMS, Quetta. During the closing 

ceremony of the workshop, Dr. Muhammad 

Ashraf, Chairman, PCRWR interacted with the 

participants of the training and listened to 

the key messages they had received during 

the training workshop. Speaking on this 

occasion, Ms. Patricia McPhilips, Director, 

UNESCO, Pakistan stressed on the importance 

of the integration of Science and Culture. Mr. 

Abdul Rehman Langho, Director, Archaeology, 

Department of Culture, Tourism and Archives, 

remarked that Balochistan was full of 

archaeological heritage and Karez water 

system was a part of it. 

Training Workshop on Cultural Mapping in the Context of Karez Cultural 
Landscape

4

Group photo of participants of the training workshop

A glimpse of the training workshop
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Pakistan's water sector faces multi-

faceted challenges. Managing the Indus Basin 

Irrigation System needs rethinking and 

meaningful partnership of stakeholders 

across the provinces. Fostering trust amongst 

the water institutions of Pakistan is essential 

to complement the investments in telemetry 

and similar technologies. PCRWR in 

partnership with IWMI (International Water 

Management Institute) organized country-

wide dialogues attended by the water 

professionals to discuss data generation, 

management and sharing mechanism. 

Plenary session of the dialogue was held on 

28�� December, 2020 at PCRWR, Islamabad. 

Participants included members of Indus River 

System Authority (IRSA), Federal Flood 

Commission (FFC), and provincial Irrigation 

Departments of the four provinces.

Dialogue on Fostering Trust amongst Pakistan's Water Institutions in 
Data Measurement and Monitoring at Islamabad

Photo of participants during the dialogue

The 9�� meeting of Board of Governors 

of PCRWR was held in the committee room of 

Ministry of Science and Technology on 1�� 

October, 2020. The meeting was Chaired by 

the president Board of Governors, Chaudhary 

Fawad Hussain, Minister for Science and 

Technology. Most of the members of the 

Board attended the meeting virtually. In the 

meeting, progress on the decisions made in 

the 8�� meeting was discussed. 

th
9  Meeting of PCRWR Board of Governors

Participants of the meeting
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The 3�� Steering Committee meeting 

was Chaired by the Additional Secretary 

(Culture), Mr. Abdul Manan, Government of 

Balochistan on 22ⁿ� October, 2020 at Quetta. 

The participants of the meeting included: 

Dr. Muhammad Ashraf, Chairman, PCRWR, 

Ms. Patricia McPhilips, Director, UNESCO, Dr. 

Manzoor Hussain Somroo, President, ECO 

Science Foundation, Mr. Abdul Wahab,  

Director, OFWM (Balochistan), Mr. Shoaib 

Nadeem Tareen, Director, Irrigation 

Department, Dr. Abdul Mauntaqim Naji, Head 

(Geology Department), BUITEMS, Syed 

Muhammad Waseem, Assistant Chief 

(Culture), P&D Department, Dr. Tahir Saeed, 

Deputy Director, Department of Archaeology 

and Museum and representatives from 

Forests and Wildlife department, 

Environmental Protection Agency, 

Balochistan Rural Support Program (BRSP), 

and Rogers Kolachi Khan and Associates. The 

meeting was intended to discuss the ongoing 

progress on nomination process of Karez 

Cultural Landscape of Balochistan. 

rd
3  Steering Committee Meeting regarding Possible Nomination of Karez 

Cultural Landscape of Balochistan

Participants of the Steering Committee Meeting at Quetta

Stakeholder Forum Workshop Quetta 

PCRWR organized a Stakeholder 

Forum Workshop on 23�� October, 2020 in 

Quetta. The workshop was organized to 

identify problems of farmers, prioritization of 

problems, listing down the existing resources 

and preparing an action plan to provide 

solutions to the problems and to create a 

connection between the agriculture 

departments and farmers to better implement 

solutions to the water-related issues. Thirty 

participants attended the workshop. Group photo of the workshop participants
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A seminar on Water Resources 

Management and Climate Change was 

organized at DRIP campus, Tandojam on 28�� 

October, 2020. The Commissioner, 

Hyderabad division inaugurated the seminar 

as the Chief Guest. The seminar was jointly 

organized by Pakistan Council of Research in 

Water Resources (PCRWR), Society of 

Economic Geologists and Mineral 

Technologists (SEGMITE), Water, Minerals & 

Environmental (WME) Consultants and 

Pakistan Science Foundation (PSF).  More 

than hundred professionals, scientists, 

researchers, academia and stakeholder 

organizations attended the seminar. Thirteen 

Research articles/papers were presented by 

the experts from different organizations and 

academia on water resources management, 

climate change and its impacts.

Seminar on Water Resources Management & Climate Change

Adopt a School Programme

PCRWR headquarters, Islamabad and 

all its 24 outfits have adopted two schools 

each under adopt a school program 

throughout Pakistan. PCRWR is managing 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

activities in these schools by providing regular 

water quality monitoring, water filtration 

plants, cleaning of water reservoirs, up-

gradation of water supply infrastructure, and 

construction of inverted wells for 

groundwater recharge at selected schools. 

Moreover, plantation campaign is scheduled 

to be held during the upcoming spring season. 

Commissioner Hyderabad addressing the seminar participants

PCRWR team meets with school administration for 
Adopt a School programme in Gilgit
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Group photo of participants of Lecture on “Vision of Leadership”

Lecture on “Vision of Leadership”

PCRWR in collaboration with Danson 

Group arranged a lecture on “Vision of 

Leadership” on 10�� November, 2020. Syed 

Faraz Maujtaba, Chief Executive Officer, 

Danson Group while delivering the lecture 

expressed that every person had the ability to 

become a leader. Every department needs 

such persons as it is important for the growth 

of the country. The Chairman, PCRWR also 

delivered a speech on the occasion and 

stressed that being a Muslim it was our duty 

to perform at our highest and explore our 

leadership qualities and use those effectively 

in the light of Quran and Sunnah.

Inventory of Tubewells in Punjab

PCRWR is developing tubewells 

inventory in 6 districts of Punjab to estimate 

discharge and time of operation of tubewells. 

Total 369 points have been surveyed so far in 

4 districts; Kasur, Sheikhupura, Gujranwala 

and Sialkot. This activity will be continued to 

cover 6 districts including Lahore and 

Narowal. The survey will provide useful 

information to estimate the exploitation of 

groundwater on annual basis.

CEO, Danson Group delivering Lecture

Tubewells Locations for the Inventory
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Capacity Building Sessions for 
RSPNS

Rural Support Program Network 

(RSPN) under “Programme for Improved 

Nutrition in Sindh” (PINS) is conducting water 

testing in ten districts of Sindh in 

collaboration with National Rural Support 

Programme (NRSP), Sindh Rural Support 

Organization (SRSO) and Thardeep Rural 

Development Program (TRDP). PCRWR 

organized capacity building sessions from 11-

16�� November, 2020 in Sukkur, Jamshoro and 

Sehwan for WASH officers and Field Engineers 

of the organizations at their respective 

offices. 

PCRWR team also conducted 

monitoring visits across programme districts 

along with PINS and RSPNs officers to orient 

field staff on water quality sample collection 

and transportation to nearby PCRWR 

laboratories for validation. PCRWR officials 

also provided on-job coaching to RSPNs 

technical teams on water quality testing using 

the field test kits during the field visits. 

PCRWR also provided technical support on 

water supply schemes as part of PINS' work in 

improving access to safe drinking water and 

safely managed water sources.

Water Quality Monitoring in Tehsils 
Hasilpur and Chishtian

Pakistan Council of Research in Water 

Resources (PCRWR) and National Rural 

Support Programme (NRSP) have jointly 

undertaken the water sampling under the 

project “Water, Immunization, Sanitation and 

Education Indicator Improvement” (WISE) 

launched by NRSP in Tehsil Hasilpur and 

Chishtian. In total, 550 public water sources 

including hand pumps, injector pumps, water 

supply schemes and filtration plants were 

monitored for water quality. Only 38% water 

sources were found safe. For the awareness 

of local community, the sources safe for 

drinking purpose were marked with green 

whereas unsafe sources were marked with 

red color. 

Technical Assistance for Water 
Quality Sample Collection

Pakistan Council of Research in Water 

Resources Regional Office, Bahawalpur is 

providing technical assistance for the 

installation of 200 Hand pumps to a non-

governmental organization "HELP IN NEED" in 

the remote areas of Bahawalpur. A training 

session was organized to train the staff to 

collect water samples.Dr. Ghulam Murtaza, PCRWR conducting capacity 
building training session

Hand pump colored green to indicate safe drinking 
water source
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Piloting Climate Smart Aquaculture 
in Tharparkar for Local Food Security

Pakistan Council of Research in Water 

Resources (PCRWR) with the financial 

assistance of The Asia Foundation (TAF) 

executed the construction of saline fish pond 

at PCRWR R&D Centre, Mithi, Tharparkar. The 

aim of the activity is to promulgate food 

security options in Mithi through aquaculture 

and effective use of land and water resources 

demonstrating the impacts of fish farming on 

the local community. The saline fish pond will 

act as pilot to establish entrepreneurship for 

local vendor and low cost, high quality food 

source for the local population. 

Quarterly Monitoring of Bottled Water 
Brands (October- December, 2020)

The government of Pakistan has 

designated PCRWR as focal agency for the 

quarterly monitoring of bottled water brands. 

Total 119 samples of commercially available 

bottled water brands were collected from ten 

major cities (Lahore, Sialkot, Tandojam, 

Karachi, Sargodha, Gujranwala, Islamabad, 

Multan, Quetta and Peshawar) for the quarter 

October to December 2020. All the samples 

were analysed in National Water Quality 

Laboratory (NWQL) of PCRWR. Out of 119 

brands, 13 were unsafe whereas 104 were 

found safe.

Newly constructed pond for saline fish farming PCRWR officer analysing bottled water quality

Inventory of Water Resources and Vegetation Pattern of Cholistan Desert

PCRWR has undertaken the task of 

groundwater survey, soil sampling for texture 

classification, inventory of vegetation pattern 

and human & livestock population heads 

near the Ponds/villages in the Cholistan 

Desert. In total, 80 Electrical Resistivity 

Surveys (ERS) have been carried out and 40 

soil samples from the catchment area of 

ponds have been collected. The groundwater 

quality map of Cholistan will be developed 

after the completion of remaining work at 52 

ponds.

A herd of sheep and goats drinking water at 
Gudlewala, Cholistan (A pond constructed by PCRWR) 
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Training Session at NRSP

A one-day training session at NRSP 

office, Bahawalpur was organized by Regional 

Office PCRWR, Bahawalpur on 19�� December 

2020 for water quality testing techniques and 

water sampling. This training included 

demonstration of water sampling from various 

sources, field testing, preservation, storage, 

transportation and field documentations to 

evaluate the water quality of public water 

sources being used for drinking.

Rainwater Harvesting to Improve 
Groundwater Storage and Quality

Groundwater resources of Pakistan 

specifically in the major cities are depleting at 

high rate due to indiscriminate pumping. The 

recharge of groundwater is substantially low 

though the country receives a notable rainfall. 

The rainfall water is flooded into rivers 

through runoff and cannot recharge the 

groundwater streams. With the help of 

Pakistan Science Foundation (PSF), PCRWR 

has introduced low cost rainwater harvesting 

technology for groundwater recharge. Three 

demonstration recharge wells have been 

installed at Jillani Park, COMSATS University, 

Lahore and Benazir Park, Sargodha. 

Moreover, three piezometers have also been 

installed to monitor groundwater in 

corresponding areas.

A recharge well at Jillani Park, Lahorelue Chain 

Installation of Water Filtration 
Plants at Quaid-i-Azam University

Two water filtration plants having 

capacity of 2500 liters per hour have been 

installed on 3�� and 10�� December, 2020 at 

Girls and Boys Hostels of Quaid-i-Azam 

University, Islamabad under the supervision 

of PCRWR. The plants donated by QAU 

Alumni Association, will facilitate more than 

1800 students and local residents.

Meetings and Visits

A number of meetings with the 

partner and stakeholder organizations i.e. The 

Asia Foundation, International Water 

Management Institute (IWMI), BIDR Pak-

China, IRSA, University of Arid Agriculture, 

Rawalpindi, Fishries Board, NIO and Judicial 

Commission on Water and Environment were 

held during the quarter at the headquarters 

and its regional offices. A number of 

representatives from stakeholder 

organizations visited PCRWR offices and R&D 

centres in the provinces.

Retirements

Three officers/officials have retired 

from the service namely: Mr. Saeed Akhtar, 

Deputy Director on 14�� November, 2020, Mr. 

Muhammad Sabir, APS on 14�� December, 

2020 and Mr. Manzoor Ahmad, Accounts 

Officer on 31�� December, 2020. 

PCRWR team with VC QAU
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