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On the recommendations of the Board 

of Governers (BoG) and Departmental 

Promotion Committee (DPC) of PCRWR, the 

services of 145 employees of a development 

project “Provision of Safe Drinking Water” were 

regularized w.e.f. January 1, 2016. Chaudhry 

Fawad Hussain, honorable Federal Minister for 

Science and Technology, awarded regularization 

orders of their services to the employees in a 

ceremony held on June 12, 2019 at PCRWR 

Headquarters, Islamabad. The PSDW Project 

was initiated on January 01, 2006 and was 

completed on December 31, 2015. 

The objectives of the project were to 

strengthen the efforts to increase the access 

to safe drinking water in the country by 

establishing well equipped 18 new water 

quality laboratories all over the country to 

provide water testing and advisory services to 

the public and private sectors, technical 

assessment survey of water supply schemes 

and capacity building of professionals of water 

supply agencies of the country. 

Federal Minister also inaugurated the 

drinking water filtration plant, newly installed  

for general public in the vicinity of PCRWR.

Regularization of Provision of Safe Drinking Water Project's Employees

Chaudhry Fawad Hussain, Federal 

Minister for Science & Technology visited 

PCRWR Headquarters, Islamabad on April 25, 

2019. Dr. Muhammad Aslam Tahir, Chairman 

PCRWR, gave a brief presentation on R&D 

activities of the Council. Federal Minister also 

visited National Water Quality Laboratory and 

National Capacity Building Institute (NCBI).

Federal Minister for Science & Technology Visits PCRWR

Federal Minister for Science and Technology visited PCRWR Headquarters on April 25, 2019

(L) Federal Minister for S&T speaking at regularization ceremony (R) Inaugurating the water filtration plant
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Small farmers form a large segment of 

agrarian society of Pakistan making them the 

custodian of water and food security of the 

country. Small and medium farmers are central 

focus of “Australian Water Program” that 

Australian government is undertaking in 

support of Government of Pakistan to provide 

scientific and research-based solutions for 

water management issues faced by farmers. 

World Water Day 2019 was jointly organized by 

ACIAR, University of Canberra, CSIRO, PCRWR, 

PARC and SOFT on March 27-28, 2019 in Hotel 

at Avari Towers, Karachi as an event “to 

recognize the efforts of small farmers in 

meeting water crises”. Speaking on the 

occasion Australian High Commissioner for 

Pakistan H.E. Margaret Adamson said “Small 

farmers, without a doubt, are the backbone of 

Pakistan's economy, society and the cultural 

heritage.” The farmers of Sindh were the 

caretakers of Darya-e-Sindh and its 

environmental health and ecology, she further 

added. She also assured full support of 

Australian Government to agriculture and 

water resources management in Pakistan. 

Agha Zaheer ud Din, Secretary Agriculture, 

Government of Sindh stated that it was crucial 

to empower small farmers with new 

knowledge to increase water productivity of 

their crops not only for the wellbeing of the 

farmers but also for the prosperity of the 

nation. Mr. Muhammad Ismail Rahu, Minister 

for Agriculture, Government of Sindh, 

emphasized on introduction of innovative 

technologies for the utilization of available 

water resources in irrigated agriculture. He also 

remarked that Government of Sindh was 

committed to enhance agricultural productivity 

at tertiary and field level. Dr Munir Ahmad, 

Chairman PARC said that now a days, smart 

technologies were available to manage water 

crises situation and role of farmers was vital for 

water resources management. The event was 

attended by a large number of professionals 

from provincial government departments, 

international organizations and farmers.

World Water Day, 2019
Leaving No One Behind-Small Farmers Leading the Way

World Water Day 2019, celebrated in Hotel at Avari Towers,  Karachi
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PCRWR technologies displayed at its stall in the expo

Participants vising PCRWR's booth, displaying water and nutrient management tools

PCRWR participated in the event 

organized by Ministry of Science and 

Technology at Pakistan Council of Scientific 

and Industrial Research (PCSIR) Laboratories 

on February 11-12, 2019 at Lahore. PCRWR 

displayed its water quality and water 

resources management technologies, 

publications and artificial groundwater 

recharge model during this expo. The chief 

guest, Senator Mushtaq Ahmed, Chairman 

Standing Committee on Science and 

Technology visited PCRWR's stall. He was 

briefed about the knowledge products and 

how they were contributing in the scientific 

research in Pakistan. The chief guest showed 

keen interest in the technologies displayed by 

PCRWR. The event was attended by a large 

number of people.

Expo on Higher Education in Science and Technology for 
Socio Economic Development of Pakistan

Horticulture Expo was held at Expo 

Center, Lahore on January 21-22, 2019, 

organised by the Government of Punjab.  

Australian Centre for Agricultural Research 

(ACIAR) arranged a booth for all its projects 

initiated in Pakistan. PCRWR participated in 

the expo as the National Lead of the ACIAR 

project “Developing approaches to enhance 

farmer's water management skills in Punjab 

Sindh and Baluchistan”, showcasing its work 

with water and nutrient management tools 

(Tensiometer, Full Stop, Chameleon Sensors). 

The expo was attended by farmers and general 

public. They showed great interest in modern 

water and nutrient technologies displayed by 

the Council.

Horticulture Expo
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Field training on usage of ADCP at Head Balloki

Dr. Manzoor Ahmad Malik, Director 

PCRWR, took a two days session of training on 

the basics, working and usage of Acoustic 

Doppler Current Profiler (ADCP) for 

measurement of discharge of rivers/canals, on 

March 26, 2019 followed by a full day hands 

on training over the field visit to Head Balloki 

on March 27, 2019. The two days session was 

a part of two weeks international training 

workshop on “Hydro-Meteorological Data for 

Drought and Flood Forecasting” organized 

from March 18-30, 2019 at the University of 

Engineering and Technology (UET), Lahore, 

wherein participants were professionals from 

Afghanistan and different institutes of Punjab, 

Sindh, and Baluchistan. UET Lahore managed 

the training event under the project titled, 

“Rapid Assessment of Stream Data for Flood 

and Drought Management” in collaboration 

with UNESCO, JICA and PCRWR.

International Training Workshop on “Hydro-Meteorological Data for Drought 
and Flood Forecasting” 

Dr. Manzoor Ahmad Malik, Director 

represented PCRWR and presented his work 

on generating soils data and measurement of 

river regimes with ADCP in the international 

symposium/seminar on “Rapid Assessment of 

Stream Data for Flood and Drought 

Management,” under the JICA funded project 

“Strategic Strengthening of Flood Warning and 

Management Capacity of Pakistan” on March 

28, 2019 at Avari Hotel, Lahore. The event was 

managed by UET, Lahore along with its 

partners (UNESCO and JICA). Participants 

included Professor Dr. Guan Guanghua, Wohan 

University, China, Mr. Jenz-Uwe Roloff from 

Germany, Professor Mr. Ajmal Karimi from 

Afghanistan, Dr. Abdul Sattar Shakir from UET 

and other professionals from relevant 

organizations.

International Seminar on “Rapid Assessment of Stream Data for Flood and 

Drought Management” 

Dr. Manzoor A. Malik speaking at the event

Presentation/training on usage of ADCP at UET, Lahore
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1�� meeting of Qualification Development Committee

The provision of safe drinking water is 

an important item in the manifesto of present 

government, because Sustainable 

Development Goal 6.0 sets target 6.1 "by 2030 

achieve universal and equitable access to safe 

and affordable drinking water for all". PCRWR 

plans to initiate a three years diploma in 

“Water Quality and Resource Management” in 

collaboration with National Vocational and 

Technical Training Commission (NAVTTC) 

Islamabad.

 The first meeting of the Qualification 

Development Committee was convened at 

PCRWR Headquarters Islamabad from April, 

22-26, 2019. Various corporates from Public 

Health Engineering Departments (PHEDs), 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Water 

and Sanitation Agencies (WASAs), National 

University of Science and Technology (NUST), 

International Islamic University, (IIU), Pakistan 

Water Partnership (PWP), Islamabad 

Metropolitan Corporation and Bin Qutab 

Group of industries participated in the 

meeting for development of competency 

standards for 3 years diploma. 

Dr Muhammad Aslam Tahir Chairman 

PCRWR inaugurated the event and highlighted 

the importance of diploma in Water Quality 

and Resources Management, which would be 

the first of its kind in Pakistan. He also thanked 

Dr. Nasir Khan, Executive Director NAVTTC for 

his support and cooperation.

Diploma in Water Quality and Resource Management

In pursuance of the Cabinet's Decision, 

Ministry of Science and Technology has 

assigned PCRWR, the task to carry out 

quarterly monitoring of bottled/mineral water 

brands of the country and publicize the 

results.

For the quarter from April to June 

2019, 77 samples of bottled water brands 

were collected from Islamabad, Rawalpindi, 

Peshawar, Multan, Lahore, Faisalabad, Sialkot, 

Bahawalpur and Tandojam. 

The water samples were analyzed at 

National Water Quality Laboratory (NWQL), in 

comparison with Pakistan Standards and 

Quality Control Authority's (PSQCA) Standards.

Results revealed that two brands were 

unsafe due to high concentration of sodium 

ranging from 60-76 ppm (50 ppm is 

permissible limit), whereas another two brands 

were found unsafe due to low concentration of 

pH. High level of sodium can cause high blood 

pressure and low pH can cause acidity.  

Quarterly Bottled Water Monitoring Report April-June, 2019
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Meetings, Visits and Events at Headquarters, Islamabad

Eid Milad-un-Nabi (SAWM) was celebrated 
on January 3, 2019

Mr. Kwak Sung-kyu, Ambassador of the Republic 
of Korea visited on June 18, 2019

Capt. (Retd). Nasim Nawaz, Federal 
Secretary (MoST) visited 

on May 8, 2019

Mr. Jamil Ahmed Khan, Joint Secretary and Mr. 
Hanif Awan, Deputy Secretary, MoST visited 

on February 13, 2019 

A 3-member delegation led by Dr. Abdul 
Wahid Jasra from ICIMOD visited 

on June 13, 2019

Mr. Usman Khan Kakar, Chairman, Senate 
Standing Committee visited 

on May 23, 2019
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Mr. Li Longgang , General Manager Sinosteel 
Equipment & Engineering Co., Ltd. China, 

visited on April 30, 2019

Engr. Khalid Asghar, Rector from NUTECH 
University Islamabad visited 

on June 17, 2019

Dr. Javed Ali Khan along with 
UN-Habitat team visited 

on May 27, 2019

Dr. Javed Ahsan Bhatti, Managing Director, 
International Vacuum Centre visited  

on March 7, 2019

A group of students from University of 
Agriculture Faisalabad visited 

on February 19, 2019

Dr. Abdul Majid, Country Manager, ICARDA 
visiting hydra pump installed at PCRWR 

on January 23, 2019

Meetings, Visits and Events at Headquarters, Islamabad
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